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Threats to Pennsylvania Biodiversity

Climate change

Habitat loss due to development

Invasive species (encroachment)

Selective browsing (e.g., white-tail deer)



So what do we do?
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• Populations genetically unique

• Low heterozygosity

• High levels of  inbreeding

Conservation status update: critically imperiled        
across state (evenly)
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Plants Are Cool, Too! – Blue False Indigo Episode



A. McDonnell C. Moore T.M.. Williams



Chasmanthium latifolium
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Chasmanthium latifolium

• Prevents soil erosion

• Improves water quality

• Pepper and Salt Skipper

Amblyscirtes hegon
• One of  two hosts species in PA

• Cover and food source

• Minor food source
• Birds and rodents

• Coverage for insects

V. Charny



Chasmanthium latifolium

• Southern Midwest and Eastern US

• Globally Secure (G5)

Not ranked

Secure

Apparently secure

Critically imperiled
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Chasmanthium latifolium in Pennsylvania 

• Pennsylvania Natural 
Heritage Program (PNHP): 

Critically imperiled (S1)

• State: Undetermined

Current Historical

PNHP




